
�������������	
���������
	 � � �	����������
�

�

�����	����������
�

�

�����������������������
  
 Let us look through the eye of the 
beholder! The many visitors to our 
school often see what we, who are 
working daily with the children and 
students, do not see anymore. And 
let us hold this picture throughout 
the Christmas Season so it can 
bless our challenging work in the 
year to come. 
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We are 24 people from the Netherlands who came to 
South Africa to visit various Waldorf schools and 
initiatives, organized by the Internationaal Hulpfonds 
together with Brandaan Reizen. Having landed in Cape 
Town on Sunday evening we arrived at the Waldorf 
School in McGregor in the late afternoon of Monday 
where a class 11 production of Romeo and Juliet was 
presented. The play was performed outside. It was a 
magical experience. Now we really felt that we had 
arrived in Africa. 

 
This feeling was enhanced during the ‘Braai’ supper 
when a choir with children from class 6 & 7 performed 
under the guidance of an enthusiastic teacher. As 
many of our group are avid singers we accepted the 
invitation to sing with the class of Miss Nthabiseng in 

the mornings. “I stand next to an alto who seems very 
shy. I am seeking contact, listening to her voice and 
singing along. ‘You are my teacher’ I tell her and she 
smiles. Time passes and she enjoys it very much. 
‘Thank you for helping me’, I say honestly. She smiles 
from ear to ear.” 

The next day, after a wonderful breakfast at Suenel’s 
place, we gather in the hall of the primary school where 
everyone is listening breathlessly to an African story on 
how the zebra got his stripes and the baboon his red 
behind. When a few days later we see baboons with 
red behinds we smile knowingly. Every class presented 
an act, sang and recited. After a short break we 
gathered to hear about the history of the school and 
the reality of working towards an ideal under difficult 
circumstances. We asked our questions and the 
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answers allowed us to validate our impressions. We 
were all impressed with what has been achieved at the 
school. We could see that this initiative is an essential 
contribution. With this in mind we were invited to visit 
the classrooms and participate in some of the lessons. 
“A boy came to me. ‘I would like to ask you a question.’ 
His name is Jan and while talking to him other children 
gather around. ‘Would you like to sing a song?’ I ask. 
They begin to sing ‘Nkosi Sikelele’, the South African 
anthem, and automatically harmonize. When they 
finish Jan tells me ‘Now you must sing the anthem of 
Holland.’ I had never thought that I would sing the 
Whilhelmus in McGregor!” 
In the afternoon the group split up and some of us went 
to visit Ikhwezi Educare Centre, a tiny pre-school in 
Zolani Township, where we were welcomed by children 
carrying a banner. We walked through the township 
under the sounds of drums. There was a tent in front of 
Gloria’s Educare Centre in which we were welcomed 
by ululating, beautifully dressed women. The Master of 
Ceremonies, wearing a festive dress, welcomed us 
with words such as “we sing when we grieve, when we 
are full of joy and when certain events happen in our 
lives, because singing breaks the tight bands around 
the heart and sets it free.” The spectacle that followed 
gave testimony to the fact that Gloria was inspired by 
God who gave her the power to bring this initiative, 
which is important for the children, the parents and the 
community, into being. Amen. Impressive! 
The tent filled more and more with people watching the 
dances, songs, movement and music that carried on 
for hours. 

“The welcome was overwhelming. I want to mention 
the moment when Gloria entered the tent with her 
children who all sang so bravely. I noticed a little girl in 
a pink dress who participated enthusiastically. Also a 
little boy wearing a huge ‘seven mile’ boot to which he 
was attached. All children imitated the songs and 
gestures. Very moving!” 
A feast of traditional food and home brewed beer was 
shared with everyone, big or small, invited or passerby. 
This event remained a topic of conversation during the 
remainder of our trip. 
The next day was a day in which we could stretch our 
legs which was wonderful after the numerous sensory 

impressions of the last few days. During my walk I 
heard Pieter Holloway speak passionately about his 
vision to start a skills training centre for those 
youngsters who fall through the cracks academically. 
What remains is an image of what courage it requires 
to be an initiator who is working towards his ideal. Our 
84 year old group member, dubbed ‘super granny’, was 
lovingly guided and helped by some grade 8 students 
on the short walk. 
Our stay in McGregor came to a close with a supper at 
Marline’s house where the local brass band welcomed 
us. And what a welcome it was! 

“The brass band was playing the “stars from heaven”. 
A little boy was beating his drum while chewing gum 
and blowing bubbles. When they played the South 
African anthem I noticed many in tears.” 
The house was transformed into a restaurant. Two 
ladies from the village told us about the olden days, 
closing with a musical duet. We sang for them as well. 
The food was wonderful and plentiful and the mood 
was upbeat. Afterwards Maria, who works with the 
police community forum, told us about crime in 
McGregor and the prevention thereof. Thus we ended 
an eventful evening. 
The next morning we said goodbye to the school and 
our hosts. Suenel shared some of Ingrid Jonkers 
poetry with us. Our McGregor days were rich and very 
special. All the memories will warm us for a long time 
to come. Thank you, thank you, thank you all! 

 
 
Saskia Barkmeijer Sanders, on behalf of all the visitors 
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In the three months at the McGregor Waldorf 
School I learnt  so much. 
When I first arrived I did not know what to 
expect but now know that I was really lucky to 
end up here. After struggling to settle down, the 
warm atmosphere created by everyone being 
friendly, open minded, giving and honest 
allowed me to open up. I realized that I could 
decide on my own what to make out of my 
experience. I found out that people who are 
free in themselves really never do unkind 
things; on the contrary they seem to be so 
grateful for just being alive that they are able to 
estimate the value of friendship, peace and 
sharing love. By finding out more about other 
people’s attitude towards life, cultural problems 
and lifestyle I learnt so much about myself and 
therefore about humankind in general. 
 
 
Elisa Langsenkamp from ���������	�
�����
��  
 

“People...on the ground are doing things for themselves all 
the time. And if you don’t find the grace...to help people with 
what they are already doing, get out of the way because 
you’re doing harm.”                                                  Dr. Salole 
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The Waldorf School offers opportunities to children from townships who, without education, would not be able to build a 
life.  
 
We were pleasantly surprised by the welcome we received from children and staff. 
First a visit to the kindergarten – heartwarming! 
Spontaneity, just childlike… right from the heart. 
Singing for us on the slide while pulling the pigtails of a girl; real boy’s 
tricks. 
Afterwards they eat their lunch while we peep into the doll’s corner with 
the play kitchen. Hand-knitted finger dolls were proudly standing there. 
I hope they will remember us by the hand kisses I blew them while 
showing them how to catch them.  
 
The beautiful borders the children of the primary school make in their 
subject books will really stay with us – their own creativity. 
Their talent for singing – powerful; it gives you goose bumps. 
Everyone boy and girl participated fully even the pubescent ones. 
They are all born with rhythm and singing – it is in their blood. 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSu87emNA8U) 
 
The school was neat. A lot of energy goes towards teaching the children. The method of using the body to teach the 
mind is unfamiliar to me but will most probably have an effect. 
 
We enjoyed our welcome and the visit to the village and the school. Thank you. 
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Sponsors are individuals, families, classes and/or schools who contribute to the school fees of one particular child who is 
then acting as an ambassador for the whole school. This enables all children from disadvantaged families to receive Waldorf 
Education. More than 90% of our families can only contribute a small amount towards the cost of educating their children. 

 
60% of our students and 4 classes are sponsored by 148 people-groups 

from around the world 
 

������������ 	 Percentage sponsors 
Freunde der Erziehungskunst                            Germany 42% 
Solidariteit om Leven  (SOL)                                Belgium 32% 
Various sponsors      US, UK, Spain, Norway, Finland, China, e.g. 9% 
Internationaal Hulpfonds  (IHF)                    The Netherlands 7% 
Stichting Projecten Zuid Afrika                   The Netherlands 5% 
Sponsors                                                           South Africa 3% 
Acacia                                                                 Switzerland 2% 

 
If you wish to become a sponsor e-mail Katleen, our sponsorship co-ordinator, at katleen@breede.co.za . You will receive 
the name, photograph and story of the child acting as an ambassador and information on the most cost-effective way of 
contributing.  
We work with various organizations overseas (Freunde der Erziehungskunst  – Germany; Internationaal Hulpfonds – The 
Netherlands; ACACIA  – Switzerland, Solidariteit om Leven  – Belgium; Centre for the Art of Living  – USA; Stichting 
Projecten Zuid-Afrika  –the Netherlands), which enable our sponsors to use their contribution for tax deductions.  
 
Welcome to our newest sponsors! 
Germany  
Edgar Schaefer, Borchen 
Dagmar Th� rmann, Hannover 
South Africa  
David Telfort 

 
Belgium  
St.Paulus College, Wevelgem 
Liliane Moreels, Meslin l’Evêqu (Ath) 
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Geert De Wortelaer from 
Belgium cycled to Barcelona 

gathering sponsor money for our 
school. 

http://www.dewereldmorgen.be/
blog/de-eenzame-

fietser/2011/09/18/de-
sponsortocht-naar-barcelona 

 
sent us a wonderful donation 
gathered over many months. 
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IONA STICHTING 
               the Nederlands 
           
            donated funds to 
            employ an Eurythmy 
            teacher for one year 
             
. 
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Leen Verschoore and Kris Ledoux 
with volunteers and guests during 
the benefit on 11 & 12 November 

2011. 
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SHOPRITE Soup Kitchen, via 
Kos Vir Skole, donated soup 
to feed all our students at least 
twice a week! 
 


