MCGREGOR WALDORF SCHOOL
KEY PRINCIPLES
Vision

The McGregor Waldorf School, inspired by the principles of Rudolf Steiner, enables self-motivated students to reach their full potential by their own endeavour, the guidance of dedicated teachers and the commitment of parents.
The school strives to uphold a culture of excellence, to teach and live in an ecologically sustainable environment, to embrace diversity and an ethos of respect and to educate towards the freedom of the human spirit.

The Developing Human Being

The BASIS of the Waldorf curriculum is the developing human being and the AIM is to prepare children for life by bringing about a mobile inner life and a discovery of self.
· It is the birthright of every person, irrespective of race, gender, religion, economic circumstances, and irrespective of the person’s ability to learn, to receive an education that prepares him/her for an enriched, empowered and self-sustaining life.

· Waldorf Education has the power to awaken in growing human beings those forces and abilities that they will need for the rest of their lives in order to work competently for their community of contemporaries and to have a livelihood that will sustain them.

Waldorf Education aims to educate every child, youth and adult in the three aspects of education that will help the person to attain this aim:

1. A culture of learning in which every person attains literacy, numeracy, independent and creative thinking, and an understanding of the human being and his/her universe. It is a methodology that encourages self-discovery, research and engagement with the subject matter.

2. Continuous self-development in personal and inter-personal growth by means of extensive involvement in the Arts (music, drama, movement, poetry, painting, drawing and sculpture) and social skills (co-operative and group work, communication skills, community-building).

3. Developing of technological skills in which every person attains a basic understanding of and the ability to produce the necessities for daily life.  This entails an enriched programme of general technological skills in textiles (knitting, sewing, crochet, dressmaking), wood and metalwork, subsistence gardening and crafts. 

Waldorf’s emphasis on entrepreneurial insight and effort is able to develop these skills to be of use in the meaningful participation in society.
These three aspects are integrated in Waldorf Education, and are given equal importance – and ideally equal proportions of time – in the timetables from early childhood Educare through to adult education. 
The METHOD of teaching is based on an in-depth study of child development and will vary with the age of the child. The way the lessons are presented are equally important as the content.

Waldorf Education teaches learners to learn from life, learn through doing and making – ways of learning that the latest research shows is far more effective.
Age Limits inWaldorf Classes
Grade one
It is essential that children should not enter class 1 unless they have turned at least 6y of age. That means that they will turn 7 during the class one year. It is better to take children into class 1 who have turned 6 before October of the previous year although occasionally one finds an exceptionally mature child whose birthday falls in October to December.

Primary and High school

The policy of Waldorf schools is to keep children of the same age together, so that they go through the same developmental stages together. This means that wherever possible, children do not repeat a class because they have not achieved a sufficient academic standard up to the end of class 8. Due to Government requirements the school is unable to apply this principle in class 9 to class 12 although the intention remains.
Mixed Ability Education
To promote social awareness the class needs to consist of children of many abilities and social contexts so that the learners can discover that everyone has an equal value regardless of their circumstances, gender, ethnic or religious background.

Pupils are not failed as a result of weak academic achievement but remain with their class throughout their school years. This allows for all pupils to pass through the same developmental phases at the same time, and that specific needs of each phase can be cared for by the educators. They might be asked though to repeat a year for reasons of maturity.
Integrated Learning
Waldorf Education is based on the recognition of three levels at which learning can take place:

1. The cognitive level, at which creative, critical and independent thinking is developed in a manner in harmony with the developmental phases of the learners.

2. The affective level, at which more subjective, feeling based learning, is possible, allowing the person to relate to the subject and to other through sensitive interaction.

3. The motivational/psycho-motor level, at which the active, engaging will of the learner, is stimulated and developed.

All three levels are deliberately engaged in EVERY LESSON, so that learners use their whole being in all learning situations.

The development and integration of these levels of learning brings about mature, integrated human beings able to think creatively, to respond subjectively and to be highly self-motivated and practical in their actions.

Education towards Health
Waldorf Education seeks to support the health of the learners so that they can optimally realize their highest potential as human beings. Questions of nutrition and a healthy home environment are frequent subjects of discussion at the parent evenings.

There is a focus on providing educational support and specialized therapies, such as Curative Eurythmy and individual remedial support that supports children with barriers to learning.

Eurythmy

A fundamental component of the Waldorf Curriculum is that inclusion of Eurythmy as a subject. It is an art of movement that engages the whole human being, integrating bodily movements with movements that arise within the soul.

Curriculum based on Child Development
Evaluation of curriculum

Evaluation is part of a culture of educational quality development. The aim is that every aspect of the curriculum is regularly reviewed and evaluated. This is done by the individual teacher and by the faculty of teachers. It is also done by the Federation Council.

Universal character of the curriculum

The indigenous cultures need to be alive in the classrooms to avoid them being swept aside by modern modes of living. The extensive use of the arts facilitates this process.
At the same time, it is recognized that every pupil must also be a world citizen, and that an understanding of the various cultures of the world is incorporated
Continuity in Education
Teacher-pupil continuity

· Teachers commit themselves for multiple years to the group of children they receive in their care, and establish close contact with the pupil’s parents and social environments. Children need the security of long-lasting, deep relationships at school, which might be the only secure haven of their childhood.

In primary school: from class 1 to class 8.

In high school: class guardian from class 9 to class 12.

· Difficulties in these long term relationships are overcome in the framework of self-development and life-long learning that is encouraged and nurtured in all teachers.
· Inner commitment of the teacher – Waldorf teachers are expected to develop a willingness to work on their own meditative lives. They do this in a way in which learners are considered as individuals. The consistent effort of the teacher is to carefully observe the nature of the growing child in all aspects, to see the child as he or she can become.
· Communication with parents is continually encouraged.

· Teachers encourage self-expression from their learners within a classroom structure, creating co-operative attitudes of learning rather than polarised teacher-pupil situations.

Continuity in learning

The principle of integrating the day, of teaching in mainlesson blocks and of integrated 12 year curriculum brings very positive results in terms of the volume, laterality and personal motivation of learning in pupils.
Mainlessons are supported by running lessons to consolidate language and math skills and lessons in various arts and technologies.

Continuity in the curriculum
The waldorf curriculum is designed as a whole, so that the different learning threads that run through the classes develop and unfold in an organic manner intimately supporting the developmental stages of the learners.

Assessment
In primary school the child is under the constant observation of the class teacher who is warmly interested in his or her progress. The teachers continuously assess the child’s work and behaviour in all spheres of school life, including academic progress and keep records of this. This is summarized in an in-depth report, given go the parents at the end of the year. Academic assessment typically takes place through class work, small tests, the creation of the child’s own main lesson book and oral presentations.
In the kindergarten this report is given to the parents, outlining the developmental progess of the child.

In the Primary School the report is addressed to the child and given to the parents to share with him/her. The report contains an image encapsulating the essence of the child’s development during the year. Specific feedback on the child’s progress is given in a way that will encourage the child to wish to improve him/herself.
In High School detailed reports are given bi-annually or at the end of each term. Formal examinations are introduces here.

Text books
Waldorf schools generally do not use text books for learning. Pupils create their own textbooks which ensure that learning is a personal experience.

A culture of reading is developed from the start and this is extended in the use of reference books, library books and resource materials.

From class 6 upwards, teachers often use text books for exercises.

Discipline

The objective of discipline is an easy, peaceful atmosphere in which all can breathe freely. This arises quite naturally when there is the right human understanding amongst pupils and between teacher and pupil: a mutual caring concern and regard. Correction, if required, is carefully considered regarding the nature of the behaviour and the dignity both of the individual concerned and the fellow students in the class.

Religion Education

Waldorf schools provide a supportive base for children of every faith. The schools are Christian in the universal sense and therefore non-denominational.  The teachers hold that all young children are naturally religious. In primary school, the history lessons provide an early familiarity with broadly different religious approaches.
In the high school, existential questions become matters of burning interest and concern. With openness religion lessons can provide crucial meaning for the adolescent.

Admission Policy
Waldorf schools are open to

· All children, irrespective of religion, race, gender or socio-economic circumstances.

· Children of varying abilities, based on the principle that every child is gifted in one or more ways, whether academic, practical, social, cultural or other.

· Wherever possible, children with a learning backlog or learning difficulty, by providing places in ordinary classes with support of remedial lessons, or in special classes.

Admission is subject to interview procedures between parents, teachers and child to establish the willingness of parents and child to participate in this form of education.

Contributions

According to their means, parents should contribute to the cost of the education of their child.

